CH. x]              THE KAWA (NEW SERIES)

Dr Arthur Christensen of Copenhagen on the existence of
verse in Pahlawf1; a discussion on the evolution of the
Persian language during the last century2; articles entitled
"Bolshevism in ancient Persia" on Mazdak3; comparisons
between Eastern and Western research and its results
(greatly in favour of the latter), entitled Mtmdzara-i-Shab
n Rt'iz ("Dispute between Night and Day")4; the four
period^ of the Persian language since the Arab conquest5;
" a Touchstone of Taste/' on good modern Persian verse
and what the writer calls "Karbala'f verse"6; Pahlawf,
Arabic and Persian sources of the Shdh-ndma7] ancient
and modern translations from Arabic into Persian8; and a
very interesting article on the "Sources of eloquent Persian
and 'Khan-i-Walida Persian'"9, in which the writer ridicules
and condemns the slavish imitation of Turkish idiom and
style practised by certain young Persians resident in Con-
stantinople. These articles, in most cases, display a wealth
of knowledge, critical ability, and originality which I have
ftowhere else encountered in Persian, and deserve a fuller
analysis than can be accorded to them in this volume.

During the last year of its existence (1921) the Kdwa

maintained   the   same   high   standard,  publishing many

articles, both historical and literary, which were

The labt year

(1921) of the      fully up to the level  of the best  European
Wft<            scholarship,  A series of important historical

articles on "the Relations of Russia and Persia during the
period of the Aq-Qoyiinlu and Safawf dynasties, down to
the beginning of the reign of Aqd Muhammad Khdn

1 Nos. 4-5, pp. 24-6.            2 Nos. 3, pp. 3-5; and 4-5, pp. 3-4.

3  Nos. 3, pp. s-i i, and 4-5, pp. 8-15.

4  Nos. 4-5, PP- 7~8; 6, pp. 3-6; 8, pp. 5-10.

6  No. 7, pp. 5-8.                   6 No. 7, p. 4*

7  Nos. ii, pp. 7-12; 12, pp. 7-12.

8  No. 9, pp. 4-5-

a No. 12, pp. 3-5.   The KMn-i~ Wdlida is where most of the Per-
sian merchants in Constantinople live or have their offices.